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that the meteor was 46 miles away when first seen, and 
when moving in a path h o s t  pe enclicular to the line 
of sight,-the tangent of 19’ on a ra T IUS of 4G being about 
16, we must conclucle that the velocity of the meteor 
when first seen w:is about l G  miles per second. 

Tlie meteor passed from iny latitude to the horizon in 
an estininted 10 seconds. It s‘ldrdil a8scd dfobik long 
bc ore i t  r m c ~  wi!y ii.or*izon.. nloiiii, fnmi my point 
o f observations, bears S. 5” 03’ W., &stitlit 137 miles. 
From the point 0 niilos east of Uniontown, Ala., Mobile 
bears S. 16” 42’ W., distant 139 miles (this is taking no 
account of the sphericd form of the earth), niid in its 
passage from this last point to the latitude of Mobile, 
with the iissuinecl relocity, the meteor moulcl lime con- 
sumed only about S seconds. An object only 3 iiiilcs 
above Mobile would have been in m y  horizon. 

After the disappearance of the meteor my first thought 
was to get a lanip and note the timo. I had thought of 
listeninw for a sound, but at  the nioniont it did not occur 
to me tfiat I would have to  wiiit probably from three to 
five nlinutes €or the sound to get to me; so I heard none. 

When the diroction of the disappearance was taken tho 
variation of vernier of tho instrument was set for do 30’ E. 
That is to say, my assumocl meridian ran N. 4’ 30’ W. 
of the magnetic. 

Note of July 7, 1916.-Sliortly after the appearance of 
this meteor I was in Fausdale, Ala., a place 16 miles east 
of my point of observation, and from what I c.ould learn 
it does not seem that the appnrent position of the meteor 
as seen from that lace, was different from that of my 
observation. I di%not have the opportunit however, 
of consulting one entleman who is said to gave had a 

front porch faces due east. 
good view of it w B ile sitting on his front porch. His 

WORK OF THE AMERICAN METEOB SOCIETY IN 1914 AND 
IBIS.1 

By CHABLES P. OIXVIER. 
[Dsted Lander McdcCormick Observatory, Univorslty of Virginis.] 

The year 1915 saw a very eat incrense in the interest 

large number of observations made by members of tho 
American Meteor ‘Society. This gratifying increase be- 
came large1 ossible on account of a p a n t  to Dr. 
S. A. Mitclel: of the Leander McCormlck Observa- 
tory, from the J. Lawrence Smith fund of the National 
Academy of Sciences. This ap ropriation, which was 

Society to obtain wider.publicity by the publication and 
distribution of bulletins, maps, and blanks to prospective 
members. 

As a consequence it is believed that the lar est aniount 

sent in; the results of these observations have been pre- 

griefly, this publication will contain the results cityfo 
observations made by 4 persons in 1914 and from 5,003 
observations made by 36 persons in 1915. While most 
of these 36 persons are amateurs, 5 have hacl nstronomicd 

one is a colonel in the United States Army, om 
is an o server of meteors in the United States Wea.tlier 
Bureau of wide experience, three are students in ast,ron- 
om7 at  the University of Virginia, and several others are 
trained in various scientXc lines which would ninke their 
work the more valuable. The observers were stationed in 

in the study of met,eors, w 8; ‘ch was evidenced by the 

made in April, 1915, pewitted 2;1 e work of the Meteor 

of systematic work ever done in one year in 8 merics was 

med for publication and are now awaiting 

1 Rcprinfedfrom Roc. Natl. A d .  Sd., Washington, July, 1916, a: 312-4. 

17 States, two Provinces of Canada, and one in the Argen- 
tine Republic. It might he added that the Meteor Society 
has mrinbera in severid foreign countries and severnl 
dozen niore in Biiic~ictt from whom no reports have yet 
been receivrd, whilc n wwk rarcly passes without a new 
person applying for nicnibrrship. 

From the 5.51:1 observations of meteors mentionccl we 
haw bcc.11 ahh to dedncc 139 radiant,s of sufficient ziccu- 
r x y  to ca1cukt.o pmalwlir. orbit,s for t,hc mctcor streams 
they rqmseiit. ‘l’hrse orlhs are conbained in full in one 
of the tables. Following this is a tnblo containing 
S1 less certiiin,. lmt probsbly esistant radiants, for which 
as yzt no orhits ;ire cnlcu~ntcd. Other tablets contain 
:in;Jyzed datti of the dist,ribut,ion of meteors as to msg- 
nit,wles nnd nvt!raqe durntions of t h i r  times of visibility. 
Th(:rc is dso  :L t n l h  containing a few rcnl hcights, which 
wpre ohtahccl in Augusts, 191 5, 1wt.wcen Richmond, Va., 
Unircrsit,y of Virgiliiii, and Wdington ,  D. C. This 
lnttcr work we hop. to rt:pCiit on it largw scale and under 
brt,t,i>r conilit,ions during t,lie suiiiniw of 191G. Thr test  
of the publication contams details as to t,he organizat,ion, 
plans, iind met,hocls of reduction of the work. It further 
cnnta.ins full espliinaticins as to the dwivnt,ion and use of 
the figures found in t,he t,nBlcs. Actual directions to thc 
nienihers wcrc omitted, since theso hacl been printed a t  
pea t  length bot,h in “Popular Ast,ronom-y” and also in 
Bulletins 3-5 of tho Met,tm Society, which were dis- 
tributed to dl nirmhers and n.pplicants. 

The present publication nnd the two similar ones pre- 
viously prepared by me will bring up the numbor of 
results to 440 parabolic orbits of meteor streams, based 
on ahout 14,000 meteors. The peculiar vnlue of this 
contribution lies in the fact thst a fairly uniform plan 
has been followed by all the observers, and that the 
results were computed and deduced by one person usin 
the methods and care with which other astronoillica 
work is handled in t f l  regular observatories. 

It may be of interest to mention the various methods 
used to reach amateurs who might care to join in the 
work. At the very organization of this society, the c.0- 
operation of the members of the Meteor Section of the 
Society for Practical Astronomy was secured by the ap- 

ointment of the writer as director of the latter. “hen, 
ast s ring a number of articles were published by Dr. 

S. A.%itchell and myself d i n g  attention to the desir- 
ability of cooperation on the part of all amateurs. These 
articles a peared in the “Scientific American,” “Journal 
of the $oyd Astronomical Society of Canada,” and 
“PO ulnr Astronomy;” by reprinting them in part or 

our work to the notice of amateur observers and, as a 
result, wide publicity was secured. Not less than 200 

eo le ham written’letters on the subject to date, over 
fialPdesiring to join in making observations. It goes 
without saylng that many have never been heard from 
again, but so mnny have worked with real enthusiasm 
nnd success, that it  would seem that the future of mete- 
oric astronomy is brighter at  the present time than ever 
before, so fnr  as Anierica is concerned. This is peculiarly 
fortunate at such an epoch when similar societies in Eu- 
rope must be greatly reduced in membership and activity. 

Having secured the approbation and support of the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences for the coming year, through 
D further grant from tho J. Lawrence Smith fund, it IS 
hoped that the results for 1016 will sur RSS those for the 

that direction. We still neefand desire the help of other 
persons interested in such work and a cordial invitation 
IS again extended to them. 

7 

in w 1 ole, )he press of the country assisted in bringing 

previous year, and indeed a ood start !i as been made in 


